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Tayler Hudson: Good morning, and for the record it is April 1st 2015 it is 11:18AM, 
my name is Tayler Hudson and I’m here with Mr. Fred Wright. How are you doing 
today sir? 
 
Fred Wright: Doing great. 
 
TH: So I’m just going to ask you a couple questions about your life and about your 
time at William Penn High School 
 
FW: Ok 
 
TH: So let me just start with where were you born? 
 
FW: I was born in Norman, North Carolina 
 
TH: Ok, and do you have any siblings? 
 
FW: Yeah there’s five of us 3 boys and two girls 
 
TH: Ok and where did you grow up? 
 
FW: I grew up in High Point, as a matter of fact, I was staying in High Point 
 
TH: Ok 
 
FW: My mom went to Norman to her mother’s house and I was born at her house, 
then she came back so I’ve been in High Point all of my life. I went to Fairview Street 
School and William Penn 
 
TH: Ok 
 
FW: No other school in between, and A&T after 
 
TH: Ok, alright. When did you graduate from William Penn? 
 
FW: 1963 
 
TH: ’63 alright. I want to ask you a little bit about your parents, what did your 
parents do for a living when you were coming along? 
 



FW: My dad was a mechanic and later on he ended up being a cameraman when 
they opened channel 8, and my mom was a masseuse, she gave massages 
 
TH: Very cool  
 
FW: Then she went to school and got her nursing degree 
 
TH: Ok, so what can you tell me overall about your experience at William Penn? 
 
FW: Well William Penn started in the 8th grade, you didn’t have a middle school and 
so, in other words you started high school in the 8th grade. And I couldn’t wait to get 
there because that’s where everybody wanted to go. I did play football, and course I 
was in the band, I played in the band from 8th grade through 12th grade. 
 
TH: What’d you play? 
 
FW: I played trumpet, my sister was in it, she played French horn and of course my 
brother was in it, the 3rd one, the knee baby, he played trumpet. Now he was a 
musician he could play about four or five instruments and he could write and 
compose, so he was more gifted than the rest of us. The band, nothing else like it, if 
you wanted to compare William Penn band to something you’d have to compare it 
to Texas Southern, Southern University, you’d have to compare it to the Rattlers at 
Florida A&M, that’s what you would have to compare it to. Because there was not a... 
you had A&T and Winston Salem State but nah you had William Penn. When it was 
time to march, it was show time. Of course, we had concert band and Mr. Bell did a 
great job, I started taking trumpet lessons in the 5th grade at Fairview that’s where 
he’d come and that’s where most of the learning started, in elementary school. Now, 
I don’t know how that is now; but that’s one of the things that made William Penn 
successful, when you got there basically you could play, and we didn’t have 
uniforms, you might get a hat, I might have on a pair of pants somebody else might 
have a coat. But for those that had a whole uniform... we had to march in our suits, 
our tennis shoes, not tennis shoes, we wore them to go to the gym. You’d have your 
white shoes on and white gloves, it didn’t matter because the show took away from 
what you had on. I guess in probably 1962 we got new uniforms. We had to sell ice 
cream and all this to buy it but the band got new uniforms and people helped. I 
know I went to, over in Emerywood and I was over there selling ice cream I had 
people say “oh William Penn band? No, I don’t care for ice cream but I’ll write you a 
check for $100 dollars.” 
 
TH: Wow 
 
FW:  “I’ll write you a check for $200” and they wouldn’t buy the ice cream. We 
played our home games at High Point University Stadium, soccer field, that’s where 
all the ball games were played, as well as High Point Central’s games. And people 
would come and bring their chairs and sit around the fence and watch halftime, and 
they’d leave. And as far as William Penn, I think it spanned the entire city because it 



wasn’t only white but it was black, it was the whole city.  Everybody loved especially 
to watch the band and they would come to games, it wouldn’t only be black people 
at the games it would be white too. As far as problems, if you see things going on, on 
TV we never had that here, we never had that. You might have a few situations, but 
nothing like you’d see on TV. You know, when I look at the TV and see Alabama and 
places like that where all of this went on, we never really had that here. High Point’s 
a good place to live, from here I won’t go anywhere. 
 
TH: You’re here to stay 
 
FW: Yeah, not to say it don’t have its problems but I think you can’t find a better 
place to live. 
 
TH: So you talked about how you played football and you were also involved in the 
marching band, how did that work out for you with you playing football and then 
having the show at halftime? 
 
FW: Well, there were a lot of us that played football that played in the band too, so 
during the school day, yeah you go to band and you play and you practice, but 
football time you didn’t march at halftime. 
 
TH: So after season you would rejoin? 
 
FW: Yeah, whatever activities happened after season, now if there was a march in a 
parade or something like that, that’s going to be on Saturday or Sundays or 
something. We’d march in that, but otherwise when it game to the football games 
we wouldn’t march with the band. 
 
TH: What were the parades like? 
 
FW: Oh man, that was show time, that was show time. And everybody looked for the 
band, I mean William Penn. Back during integration days we marched in front of 
Santa Claus and we were the last thing, but everybody stayed at the parade because 
we had different steps, different formations we did, coming up the street. People 
would stand and wonder what are they doing now, what are they doing now? 
Parade’s gone; we might not be in sight by the time we get to the bridge but 
everything was... there was half the people still there. One year, and I believe it was 
’62, they put us in the front of the parade. We carried the flags, and  everybody left 
the parade by the time Santa Claus got there, there were very few people there 
because the show had gone, so the next year they put us back in the back. To us it 
might have been a segregated thing, you know putting us in the back, but that was 
really the best place for the band because you save the best for last. That’s the way 
we looked at it. You saved the best for last, so when you come to parades people 
would be standing up, those that could get in the building would be up on the roof, 
people would get on a pole or something, anyway they could get over a crowd to see 
they would be looking.  



 
TH: Wow 
 
FW: We did show time and it was like that until, even went over to Andrews, that’s 
where mainly the band director and mainly most of the band people went to 
Andrews and then people wanted to be at Andrews so they could be in the band. 
Because the band, we didn’t like the cadet marching style, that didn’t free you up, 
the band up to make you feel free when you march. You in that and you all 
scrunched up and marching sideways and doing these steps, you need to go to the 
army if you’re going to do  all that marching.  
 
TH: Yeah 
 
FW: But see the traditional band, High Point Central they didn’t do that, they did 
traditional marching, but we had formations we broke it down to and we broke out 
of formation and marched in circles and marched in...but when it all came back 
together we were back in formation. And then we played pop music, see other bands 
traditional da-da-da-da-da, we played that too but then there was pop music that 
we’d play and march to. 
 
TH: Like what kind of music, would you say?  
 
FW: Peter Gunn, I call that pop ‘cause it’s, course a whole lot of bands played that. 
Lord have mercy, I can’t think of all of them, but we play, you know pop music now 
you can go online and look in different places and you can find music already 
written, already written  for trumpet, 1st 2nd 3rd clarinet,  1st 2nd 3rd trombone you 
can find it. Back then you couldn’t find it, so the band director had to be able to write 
it. So now how do you get the music that you hear on this 45 record, how do you get 
it on paper for every instrument in the band? You had to have a band director that 
could do that.  Mr. Bell could. Ok, but the other thing that we had at William Penn, 
was we always had two to four students, maybe five, that could sit down at a piano, 
‘cause we didn’t have keyboards, at a piano and put on a 45 record and sit there and 
write the music off of that record, find it on the keyboard, and write it down on the 
staff, write it down on paper. And then after they get it down on paper they could 
transpose it for every instrument in the band. 
 
TH: And students were doing this? 
 
FW: Yeah, yeah.  You had I’d say at least 2-4 students all the time. 
 
TH: Is that because Mr. Bell taught them or they were just able to do it? 
 
FW: Well, course it had to be from his teaching, course it had to be a talent that they 
had within them, as he taught them it just blossomed. My brother Larry was one of 
those, and he could play, he played trumpet, my trumpet I bought at Sears, paid 
$1.99 or $2.99 for it, but it wasn’t good enough for him, my mom and dad had to buy 



him a Conn because he played that well and he could sit down at a piano and he 
could do that. He could also play guitar, trombone, he could play several different 
instruments, and matter of fact and I’m proud for him he got a 4 year ride music 
scholarship to Winston Salem State, and when they had tryouts for positions, he 
took first chair from a Senior that was there. That’s how well he played, but he got in 
a car accident, he was in a car accident down here on Main Street coming from a 
game at Winston Salem State, and he hit his head and left him paralyzed on the right 
side, and so he never really got to just flourish. But now music he can hear it, don’t 
be wrong. You stand him up singing in the choir, and he’s off and he’s sitting in the 
audience and he knows it’s music but anyway you know. The band was like it was 
the school and the school was like family. Everybody mainly stayed in the same 
neighborhood over on the south side it was from Taylor Street to Green Street and 
from Ward Street to Taylor Street, that was mainly the black community on the 
south side. And you knew everybody’s cousin and uncle and up the street, down the 
street. And the same over on the other side of town, but you know there was 
something happening back then that you don’t find now because a lot of people 
don’t know who’s staying next door almost, two houses down the street, they don’t 
know. Well see back then, some of us didn’t have hot water, the bathroom was on 
the back porch, you didn’t have furnace in the house, you burnt coal or had a cola 
heater or a wood heater, some may have a kerosene heater, the houses didn’t have 
insulation in ‘em, we never thought about that. Just had enough quilts to keep you 
warm and then the next morning get ‘round the heater and get dressed and you’re 
gone. But you knew the house would be warm when you come back because the 
heat had been on, well maybe not all day because mom and dad would go to work 
and they would fire it up when they came back home. But the thing was, when 
winter time came the water would freeze because most houses didn’t have 
underpinning around it, where you couldn’t see under the house. Most houses now, 
they have underpinning around them you know you got a little trap door where you 
can get under the house or something. See back then water would freeze. You’d try 
to turn it off, you might go out and turn it on and it would be froze and if it was you 
had to have water. So they’d say take this bucket or Mom give you a big dish pan 
that she washed dishes in and you’d go see if Miss Mary down the street has water, 
you might have to go up the street to see if Mr. Ross has got water. And you’re not 
the only one out there in the street, someone else’s water froze too so you might find 
several of us at one house looking for water and you had to give them water cause 
you know why?  
 
TH: Why? 
 
FW: Their water might be froze the next time. So you can’t say “No I ain’t got,” 
because your water might be frozen next time and it might be my house that the 
water’s running in. And you know, you have to make sure that everyone had water. 
Sometimes somebody needed a cup of sugar, sometimes somebody might need a 
cup of flour, mom give you a cup and you’d go see if Miss so-and-so  have a cup of 
flour they can spare, because when we got our flour back, she’s gonna send me right 
up with that same cup to give the flour back. See, that really tied the neighborhood 



together and people, maybe everyone didn’t get along, but everybody made it 
because they found out they had to help each other whether you liked it or not. 
‘Cause you might need the help next time. Bathroom, bathroom might be froze up 
too, so where you got to go?  
 
TH: Down the street? 
FW: Your bathroom free? Can I use the bathroom? Certain houses had the bathroom 
inside, but most lot of them was on the back porch. Course the back porch is 
screened in, well not all of them are screened in. Let me take that back, ‘cause mine 
wasn’t screened in. But that’s the way that was. But going to William Penn yeah, 
everybody on the south side everybody went to Fairview and then everybody went 
to William Penn, everybody over here went to Leonard Street or Miss Baldwin’s 
school then went to William Penn, or the Catholic school and then went to William 
Penn so it was like, you had to know each other, even now when you see each other, 
some of us might not knwo all the names but we know fairly who we are talking to. 
Well a lot of guys, people went on to play with like symphony orchestras in New 
York and different places like that.  
 
TH: Wow. You mentioned that they put you at the front of the parade, but then they 
put you at the back of the parade and you said maybe it was a desegregation thing? 
 
FW: You know, it might have been like that to start with, just put ‘em back there in 
the back. 
 
TH: Why do you think you; you said that you didn’t think, you know all the things we 
saw on TV, you know like  in Alabama in several states like that, why do you think 
that didn’t happen here in High Point? 
 
FW: Well, I don’t think that the segregation was as deep rooted here as it was there. 
There seemed overall to be a whole lot more respect. When we did the sit in at 
Woolworths there were of course, I was involved with most of the marches but not 
all of them. To talk about all of that you’d have to see probably Glenn Chavis or oh 
lord, lord have mercy, she’ll break my neck... Mary Lou Andrews, you’d have to see 
her, ‘cause she was part of those that orchestrated that. I think she is in charge of the 
visitors and convention bureau 
 
TH: Ok, and she knew about the sit ins? 
 
FW: Yeah. Of course she’s a little older than I am, I ain’t gonna say a lot older 
because she might find out about that, but she was instrumental in that. But you 
know I was in marches for, I used to work for Dr. Max Rome I used to grind lenses, 
fit eye glasses, and stuff like that. I remember going to work and they were marching 
and they came up Washington Street and came up by where Wells Fargo is and wet 
down Main Street and he said “Hey Fred, why you not marching with your people?” I 
said Doc I had to come to work. He said “No, no you go march with your people and 
then you come on back, you gotta march with your people.” I said ok Doc, so I went 



out and got in that line and went all the way down Main Street, then come back up 
Hamilton Street, then I went back to work. 
 
TH: Your boss was white? 
 
FW: Yeah. 
 
TH: Wow. 
 
FW: Yeah, well white, he was Jewish 
 
TH: And he said go ahead 
 
FW: Yeah, yeah 
 
TH: Wow 
 
FW: Yeah, he asked me, we were standing in the window watching and he said: Hey 
Fred, boy, why you not marching with your people?” I said doc I had to come to 
work. “No, boy, you go on and march with your people and come on back, but you 
got to march with your people.” So I went out and marched and came on back. 
 
TH: What was that like? The marches? 
 
FW: Well it was very organized. Reverend Cox who was instrumental in all of that, it 
was organized and people stuck together. Not that there weren’t weapons or 
anything  like that, and usually all of our meetings when we got together were at 
where Mt. Zion right there in the curve down on Washington Street, that’s where we 
had all of our meetings at. And I can remember him saying: “Anybody with any 
weapons put them in this box.” And they’d come down the aisle and people had 
them, people had them and they left them, maybe I don’t know about all but they put 
them in there and the marches were peaceful, even though you had some people 
that were hollering out obscenities but it was peaceful. It went great, there were a 
few times, a few marches, well not marches but mainly trying to do sit-ins and stuff 
like that and they’d lock you up. But that was a fun time when they would lock you 
up and they might keep you overnight but they’re gonna let you go in the morning 
because they had to feed you, so what you do you, you sing all night long and 
everybody having a really good time because you knew they’re gonna let you out, 
and of course if it got serious, if there was anything longer than that then Reverend 
Cox would have, there’d be a team of people come see about it.  Anything you kept 
quiet, people keep doing things if you keep it quiet because they think no one will 
know. But see the more noise you make about it, the less they are going to do 
because they can’t stand the pressure of the world knowing. That’s the reason a lot 
things, see people try to keep things hushed and keep you quiet so they can keep on 
doing. But if you bring it out they have to give it up. It’s been, I can remember a 
march, Sam Walls and I were working at a place and there was a march and 



everyone is filing back down Washington Street, and Sam and I got off work and we 
had to come down Washington Street and Washington Street was filled with white 
people. Some were just hollering obscenities, some not saying a thing, some were 
just watching. And the only way for us to get home was to go down Washington 
Street, and Washington Street was right there beside Fargo, Wells Fargo bank and 
they went straight down Washington Street, now it veers off, but we decided it was 
the only way to go so we walked down through the crowd right down the sidewalk. 
We got down to Centennial where they had the barricade set up, and we walked out 
of the crowd and the police looked at us, and I remember a policeman Bud Lee, and I 
remember him saying because when they looked at the barricade and we were 
getting ready to go under it and he looked and said “Where y’all coming from?” “We 
came through the crowd.” “Y’all came through all those people?” We said yeah. 
“Nobody bother you?” Another guy looked and asked “Where did they come from?” 
“They came through the crowd.” Nobody bothered us, some of that was hollering 
obscenities we’d just say excuse me and said oh and backed up, I guess they were 
surprised to see us come through the crowd too. But I remember Bud Lee and 
everybody sad “where did they come from?” We came through the crowd. It wasn’t 
no problem, we weren’t scared we knew we had to come up through the crowd. And 
the crowd stretched from, the crowd had the street and the sidewalk from Hamilton 
Street down to Centennial field all out in the grass and everything. We walked down 
the sidewalk, you know that was, you know Washington Street and Fairview Street 
were business areas in the community, and Washington Street course had men’s 
clothes stores and the theatre, the library, furniture, restaurants and service stations 
all kinds of stuff down through there. Fairview Street had barbershops and 
restaurants, grocery store, and businesses survived Of course, now the way they 
zone things you don’t have that neighborhood shopping area, you know 
neighborhood businesses because they zoned them all out. 
 
TH: Separate them all. 
 
FW: They zoned them out so if you didn’t have money you’re not going to open a 
business, see like that the rent wouldn’t be high and it was something you knew how 
to do. You could start a business, now zoning’s not gonna allow that.  I used to 
deliver groceries on a bicycle to all the houses in the neighborhood. 
 
Break 
 
FW: What else do we have here? 
 
TH: Maybe just some thought about how you felt when they closed William Penn, in 
‘68 
 
FW: Well, everybody felt bad about closing William Penn because they really didn’t 
have to do it. They could have done, they could have added onto William Penn but 
they built Andrews, when they closed William Penn they could have moved chairs 
and desks and things over there, but they closed William Penn and the 



superintendent had them start throwing out all the desks, have them going through 
the school and carrying everything up and taking it to the dump. See it could have 
been another school, no reason to close it, could have had an alternative school back 
then, but they had to put a stop to that. Put the chairs out of the auditorium, said 
they were stolen, but somehow they got missing. All the guys’ trophies and best 
athlete award, all the trophies in the trophy case in the gym, but they threw them in 
the dumpster instead of calling people to tell them to come get it. There’s one guy, 
and I can’t remember his name, he happened to be around there and he started 
digging them out. Whether he gave them back to everybody, I don’t know. I know 
Bates and a whole lot of guys had all conference and all-state honors and all of this. 
We won a state championship back in ’60, we always had a good team, always. High 
Point even right now is full of pro athletes. You’ve got plenty of them here who can 
play but they just don’t get the chance to get out of there. But yeah they could have 
kept William Penn open, I worked with some and a whole lot of them did work on a 
committee to restore William Penn and they let holes come in through the roof, let 
the floor rot out and all of this. But thank the Lord we got. But there was a whole lot 
of people, not only black but white and I say white mainly orchestrated grants and 
all this. It was a community effort, but they shouldn’t have closed it. My brother was 
in the last graduating class, no he was in the first graduation class at Andrews, they 
closed it his junior year. So his senior year he went to Andrews, as did all a whole 
bunch of other guys. But they didn’t have to close it, they could have kept it open. 
They spent money on everything else. 
 
TH: They’ve got it back open now, it’s a music school. 
 
FW: Yeah, yeah that’s good but you had the music programs in the schools too, and 
you had a whole lot of people who came up through that who went on to major in 
music, to become band directors at colleges and all this, they came up through those 
systems. See a whole lot of people think they did something new, what they did was 
create another monster for something that was already working. And yeah you got a 
lot of money out there that opened it up something new, you have to pay the 
teachers, you gotta do this, but you already had it in the school, and you had some of 
the best bands right here in High Point, but doing that tore up most of the bands. 
Bands already have enough people to play. What comes as a great idea on one side is 
a bad idea over here because it messes this up. But still everybody was proud to be 
at William Penn. I think it’s probably Labor Day weekend when we have a tailgate 
down at Washington Terrace Park and everybody gets booze and food and I saw 
people, we’ve done it the last two years, maybe three. I saw people I haven’t seen 
since graduation because they come back for that. Sam is in California, he said he 
gonna be here for it, bunch of people, boy you just see them, and  it’s something to 
see people at this age now and you know that’s going to be it. Alright, I’ve got these 
guys out here  
 
TH: I really appreciate your time 
 
FW: Let me see if there is anything else on here, ok. 



 
TH: I think we just about covered everything 
 
FW: That good for you? 
 
TH: Absolutely, I really appreciate your time. 


